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RIGHT ANGLE ENTERTAINMENT
&

MAPLE TREE ENTERTAINMENT

Produced in cooperation with 
THE FRANKLIN ESTATE

Present

R.E.S.P.E.C.T.
A CELEBRATION OF THE MUSIC OF ARETHA FRANKLIN® 

Lighting Design & Operation: RUBY LEIGH
Lead Audio: RODERICK VINCENT

Stage Manager/ Audio Engineer: RAECHELLE STEWARD
Video Design: TAYLOR EDELLE STEWART

Wardrobe Supervisor: ANTONIO CONSUEGRA

Company Manager: MICKEY MULCAHY
Production Manager: CODY MURRAY

General Management: JOE RUFFNER

Choreography: ANTHONY MURPHY

Superving Music Director: DARNELL WHITE
Music Director: JOSHUA VASQUEZ

Director
DEAN ELLIOTT

*Aretha Franklin’s name and likeness used with permission from the Aretha Franklin® Estate.
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OUR MISSION is to bring the area’s highest quality of 
entertainment, SO GOOD it demands a return! If there is 
anything we can do to make your experience more enjoyable, 
just alert one of our ushers, and they will be happy to help you.



family
members: 
Harold & Janet Allen
Deanna Anderson
Sherrill Aston
Steve & Jill Bailey
Andrea Baker
Steve & Jane Barnes
Jeff Bates
Bill & Brenda Bohman
Bev Boroff
Randy & Cindy
     Brunswick
Gary Clay
Bill & Kim Clifton
Shane Coleman
    & Gary Herman
Kevin & Pat Corr
James Covey
Bill Croft &
    Ladonna Lehman
Amber Davis
Russ Decker
Patricia & Neil Diller
Kathleen Dowler
Terry & Michael 
    Downey

Gene & Mary Ann 
     Baughman
Rachel Galloway
Mark & Cindy 
     Hurless
Jim & Mary Pope

Frank & Rebecca
     Dues
Opal Dunham
Shelley Dunham
Lisa Dunn
Tom & Cindy Dunno
Cindy Ebbing
Marcia Eickholt
Brad & Laura Etter
Joe & Mary Ann Falk
Lindsey Foust
Phil & Robin Farris
Roger Frazier
Aaron Gardner
Timothy Green
Mark & Linda 
    Hartman
Todd Henkle
Barbara Hoffman
Joann Hoffman
Jim & Joan Holland
Michael Holliday
Larry & Janice 
    Honigford
Eric Jennings
John M. Jones

Gary Taylor
Jan & John White
JoAnne Wolford 
Craig & Jill
    Worthington Hanson

Brian Kaiser
Donna Kalsow
Jane Kassaw
Luke Keller
Paul & Linna Kelly
Bruce C. Kennedy
Mary Kay Kennedy
Kelly Keysor
Wayne N. Kilton
Myra Kipfer
Edward & Therese Klaus
Ed & Linda Knapke
Joel Knerr
David & Sandy Knight
Sue Koester
Connie Kreischer
Kurt & Donna Kuffner
Angela Lambert
Susan Lichtle
Christin Lindstrom
Dave & Kathy
    MacWhinney
Michael Martz
Linda W Mechling
Linda & Kent Merideth
Jan Miesse
Margaret Miller

Rick A. & Lynn Miller
Keith Mohr
Laney Nofer
Sarah Rank
Kaye Ross
Theresa Rowen
Rebecca Runser
Betty Sanning
John & Jeri Schnirch
Henry Co. Senior Center
Diane & Grady Shaner
Annette Shroyer
Richard Simpkins
Bonita Simson
Jon & Kelly Stainbrook
Charles & Kathy Steele
Laurie Stein
Belinda Stewart
Rodney & Leann Stoller
Karen Stump
Raymond Thompson
Jon Tomlinson
Brenda Tuggle
Sharon & Larry 
     Vandemark
Elaine Varalla

gold Members:
John & Beth Gamble
Alan R. Lautzenheiser & Belinda Miller
Roger & Kay Okuley
Tom & Sharon Witten

silver Members:  
Darin Hohman – Dark Horse Productions
Joshua & Johanna Quarles
Drew Spieles

Michael Waldron
Randy Warnecke
Steve & Amy Warnecke
Michael & Rebecca Webb
Art & Connie Weber
Kevin & Mary Weisman
Deb Wendel
Claire White
Janet White
MaryJo & John Wilhelm
Thomas Wilkin
Trudy Wilkin
Nicole Wrasman
Michael Wurst
Doris Young
Tim & Jan Zerkel

Partners for the Live arts in van wert

together creating an entertainment destination!
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VIP Members:
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Flooring perfect for the 
music room and floors 
throughout your home!

Carpet • Tile • Hardwood • Laminate • Vinyl
200 E. Central, Van Wert, OH | 419-238-3899

FANDSFLOORCOVERING.COM



ACT ONE 
AMAZING GRACE 
CHAIN OF FOOLS
YOU’RE ALL I NEED TO GET BY
PRECIOUS LORD, TAKE MY HAND
PIECE OF MY HEART
DR. FEELGOOD
DAY DREAMING
ROCK-A-BYE YOUR BABY…
MOCKINGBIRD
SON OF A PREACHER MAN
A CHANGE IS GONNA COME
I NEVER LOVED A MAN
I SAY A LITTLE PRAYER
NATURAL WOMAN
SWEET SWEET BABY
THE WEIGHT

ACT TWO 
BABY, I LOVE YOU
ROCK STEADY
UNTIL YOU COME BACK TO ME
AIN’T NO WAY
FREEWAY OF LOVE
BRIDGE OVER TROUBLED WATER
I KNEW YOU WERE WAITING
SISTERS ARE DOING IT
NESSUN DORMA
THINK
RESPECT

*Aretha Franklin’s name and likeness used with permission from the Aretha Franklin® Estate.
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ENGINEERING   -   DESIGN   -   CONSTRUCTION   -   REMODEL  

Alexander & Bebout, Inc.

BUILD 
TEAMS + DREAMS + FUTURES

Now Playing: Commercial & Residential Construction ProjectsNow Playing: Commercial & Residential Construction Projects

www.AlexanderBebout.com - www.AandBHome.com - 419-238-9567www.AlexanderBebout.com - www.AandBHome.com - 419-238-9567
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 Cristina Raè | Lead Vocalist
Cristina Raè, an extraordinary Nashville performer 
and America’s Got Talent Season 15 standout, recently 
debuted on Broadway in The Wiz. Her relentless 
pursuit of dreams inspires everyone around her.

 Tiyanna Gentry | Vocalist
Tiyanna Gentry is beyond EXCITED to be making her North 
American Tour Debut!! She is based in Chicago, IL, and was 
just previously seen in the Midwest premiere of Frozen at the 
Paramount Theatre! Her professional credits also include: Fully 
Monty and Beautiful: The Carole King Musical (Paramount 
Theatre), Beehive and Beautiful (Marriott Theatre) , Rock of 
Ages as Justice, and Boeing Boeing as Gloria (Hope Repertory 
Theatre). TV: The Chi as a singer. She performed in the 2018 
Jimmy Awards and is happily repped by DDO Artists Chicago! 
She wants to thank Miss Aretha and the Franklin Estate for this 
amazing opportunity! Instagram: @t.iyannna - Spread Love <3

 Demiah Latreece | Vocalist
Demiah Latreece, born in Houston, Texas and currently re-
siding in New York City, is a proud graduate of the American 
Musical and Dramatic Academy. With five years performing 
with the Broadway Dreams non-profit and taking strides to 
perform all across New York City, Demiah is ecstatic to join 
R.E.S.P.E.C.T. A Celebration of the Music of ARETHA FRANK-
LIN. “You’re not meant for this career if you don’t fight and 
work for it.” Instagram: @thedemiahlatreece_ 

 Jaymyria Etienne | Swing
Born and raised in Atlanta, Jaymyria pursued a degree in 
Musical Theatre and Sociology at the University of North 
Georgia. Throughout her career, she has been blessed to play 
a myriad of roles including Sarah Brown in Guys and Dolls 
(Atlanta Lyric Theatre), Armelia in Ain’t Misbehavin’ (Peach 
State Theatre), and Maggie Holmes in Working (Alliance 
Theatre). Most recently she could be seen working “hard for 
the money” as Diva Donna in Summer: The Donna Summer 
Musical on The Norwegian Prima. When not on stage, 
Jaymyria enjoys cycling, doing puzzles and taking naps.

CAST



Osei Kweku | Bass
Osei Kweku is a Los Angeles born bassist, rapper 
and self diagnosed Keeper of the Funk. Having 
grown up in Los Angeles, oldies/throwback 
radio was staple in his life, so much of his major 
influence comes from the likes of Sly and the 
Family Stone, Parliament-Funkadelic, Curtis 
Mayfield, Sam Cooke, Aretha Franklin….
you know the rest. Kweku attended The New 
School for Jazz and Contemporary Music from 
2012-15 and has since traveled the world as 
a freelance bass player. Playing on shows like 
Michael Jackson tribute shows “I Am King” and 
“Invincible”, Rennie Harris’s “Funkedified”, Oya 
Festival in Norway, hosting a jam session in NYC 
and has made a couple on screen appearances 
in “Vinyl”, “The Irishman”, “The Only Living Boy 
in New York”.

Joshua Vasquez | Guitar
Joshua Vasquez is a guitarist from San Diego, 
CA. At the age of 12 he was inspired by 
classmates at the time to pick up the guitar and 
eventually decided to pursue it as a career.

His pursuit brought him first to the San Diego 
School of Creative and Performing Arts and 
upon graduation began attending Berklee Col-
lege of Music in fall 2013. At Berklee he studied 
with some of the most renowned teachers in 
contemporary guitar education. Teachers such 
as Rick Peckham, Tim Miller, Mike Williams(once 
a teacher to John Mayer), and Mick Goodrick.

Since graduating from Berklee in 2017, Josh has 
been working as a freelance player and session 
guitarist in the southern california area. Doing 
everything from recording for up and coming 
artists and video games to being in music 
videos and playing for theater.

His accolades include improvisation awards 
from several jazz festivals and being a 
semi-finalist in Guitar Center’s King of the Blues 
competition in 2011.

TJ Griffin | Drums   
New York born and raised! Everything for me 
began in church and music is a big part of my 
family. From church I then started to perform 
throughout the city to other places in and out-
side the country, never taking the gift God has 
given me for granted. I’ve worked with amazing 
people so far in my career and am thankful to 
work with more for this tour. 

Michael Williams | Keys
Michael Williams hails from Staten Island, New 
York. His musical roots go back to Mt. Sinai Unit-
ed Christian Church under the leadership of Rev. 
Victor Brown. It is there where he discovered 
the Hammond Organ at the age of 12 and fell in 
love with it. From then on he he’d be married to 
music for life. Since then he’s gone on to play for 
Evelyn Champaigne King, Melba Moore, Mel’isa 
Morgan, Cece Peniston and many local acts in 
the Greater NYC area. He also works as an actor 
having made appearances in several national 
television shows. He gives honor to The Lord 
Jesus Christ in everything he does.

SHOW DESCRIPTION
R.E.S.P.E.C.T. is the ultimate tribute to the 
legendary Queen of Soul, Aretha Franklin. The 
elevated concert experience brings a communi-
ty together with timeless music that speaks to 
the complicated human condition, honoring the 
impassioned and transcendent music of one of 
America’s most beloved singer-songwriter.

Rejoice while you are taken on an intimate 
musical odyssey guaranteed to get you up and 
out of your seat and dancing! The production 
journeys through Aretha Franklin’s courageous 
life of love, tragedy and triumph starring a 
live band, supreme vocalists and a night full of 
music by one of the greatest artists of all time.
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Personal Memberships from $125+ 
Enjoy great perks that enhance the show 
experience! Pay for the convenience of 
a personal parking space, guaranteed 
seating, and advanced ticketing, among 
other benefits that make the  Member 
Experience a memorable one! Based on a 
one-year term, perks begin at just $125.
   • Advanced Ticketing Notice –
      Tickets Purchased Separately
   • Personal Seat Selection
   • Exclusive Member Events & Clinics
   • Supporter Recognition
   • Special swag items for each level

Memberships
Get the most from The Niswonger – be a VW Live Member!
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Facebook @vanwertlive  Instagram @vanwertlive

 TikTok @vanwertlive   Issuu @npacvw 

YouTube @The Niswonger PAC • A Van Wert Live Venue

We’re ready to connect online– Event photos, announcements, conversations & more!

Member - $125
silver member - $550
gold member - $2,000
vip Member - $4,000
With a membership, you’ll get the 
best Niswonger experience. Visit our 
website to explore all the membership 
perks. Enjoy more entertainment and 
play a part in the arts!

To become a Member, visit or call: 
VANWERTLIVE.COM • 419-238-6722

SEE OUR MEMBERSHIP LEVELS





Visit VW Office: 140 E. Main St., Van Wert, OH 45891



ABOUT ARETHA FRANKLIN
Aretha Franklin, the “Queen of Soul,” was born 
on March 25, 1942, in Memphis, Tennessee. 
She began her career singing gospel at her 
father’s church in Detroit, Michigan. Franklin’s 
powerful, emotive voice and extraordinary 
musical talent quickly propelled her to 
fame. Her breakthrough came in 1967 with 
the release of “I Never Loved a Man (The 
Way I Love You),” followed by iconic hits like 
“Respect,” “Chain of Fools,” and “Natural 
Woman.” These songs not only showcased 
her vocal prowess but also became anthems 
of the civil rights and feminist movements.

Throughout her career, Franklin amassed 
18 Grammy Awards and, in 1987, was the 
first woman inducted into the Rock and Roll 
Hall of Fame. Her music transcended genres, 
blending soul, R&B, gospel, and pop, and her 
influence extended far beyond the music 
industry. She was a symbol of empowerment 
and resilience, using her platform to advocate 
for racial and gender equality.

Franklin’s legacy continues to inspire artists 
and fans worldwide. Her music remains a 
staple in American culture, celebrated for its 
emotional depth and cultural significance.

To honor Aretha Franklin’s enduring legacy, 
we present “R.E.S.P.E.C.T.: A Celebration of 
the Music of Aretha Franklin.” This concert 
experience takes audiences on a journey of love, 
tragedy, courage, and triumph. This concert 
will feature performances of her greatest hits 
by supreme vocalists and an electrifying live 
band, set against the backdrop of video screen 
graphics highlighting the imagery and photos 
of the time. This celebration of Aretha 
Franklin’s life and legacy will feature 
all your favorite hits in one evening, 
including “Natural Woman,” “Think,” “I 
Knew You Were Waiting for Me,” “Chain 
of Fools,” “Respect,” and many more.

Witness a night of powerful performances, 
heartfelt memories, and communal 
appreciation of the Queen of Soul’s timeless 
contributions to music and culture.
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we’re proud to support the 
Van Wert community

To us banking is still about 
neighbors helping neighbors. 

And it always will be.

®

bankatfirst.com 13




